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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Daniel Bennett on May 22, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

2. The following amendments have been made to the specification, as suggested by the applicant: 
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[ 1 043] Once the first coating 1 5 1 has been disposed on object 1 50, the orientation of the 
beam profile can be shifted or translated to a second orientation such that the peaks of the second 
orientation correspond to the valleys of the first orientation. Droplets associated with the second 
coating can be dispensed from dispenser 140. The direction of these droplets can be modified by 
beam output from the beam steering system 120 when the beam profile is in the second 
orientation, thereby disposing the second coating 1 52 on the object 1 50. This results in coating 
the surface of object 150 with a periodically variation between two coatings 151 and 152jn 
interleavinp zones 

[ 1 048] FIG. 9 shows an example of the coating distribution of droplets 2 1 0 and 220. disposed 
on the surface of object 250. In particular, distribution portion 219 is associated with droplets 
210 and distribution portion 229 is associated with droplets 220. The comb-like structure of 
distribution portion 219 and the substantially uniform structure Of distribution portion 229 are 
based on the different focus points for droplets 210 and 220, respectively. The comb-like 
structure forms interleaving zones In other words, droplets 210 are disposed on the surface of 
object 250 in the substantially uniform structure of distribution portion 219 due to the diffuse 
^ manner in which droplets 210 impinge upon the surface of object 250 after being focused at 
' locations away from object 250. Similarly, droplets 220 are disposed on the surface of object 
250 in a comb-like manner due to their focus points being substantially at the surface of object 
250. 



[1052] As shown in FIG. 1 1 , distribution portion 3 1 9 is associated with droplets 3 10 and 
distribution portion 329 is associated with droplets 320. Consequently, the peaks of the comb- 
like distribution pattern of droplets 310 are offset from the peaks of the comb-like distribution 
pattern of droplets 120 in interleaving zones . In other words, the peaks of the comb-like 
distribution pattern of droplets 310 are disposed on the surface of object 350 in substantial 
correspondence to the valleys of the comb-like distribution pattern of droplets 320 on the surface 
of object 3 50, and vice versa. 
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3. Claim 34 has been canceled and the following amendments have been made to claims 5, 
27, 29 and 33, as suggested by the applicant and agreed to by the examiner: 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

dispensing a first plurality of droplets , the first plurality of droplets having a flight path : 
modifying a direction of the first plurality of droplets along their flight path using a first 

optical field; 

disposing the first plurality of droplets on a medical device after modifying the direction 
of the first plurality of droplets; 

dispensing a second plurality of droplets, the second plurality of droplets having a flight 
path, a droplet from the second plurality of droplets having a size different from a size of a 
droplet from the first plurality of droplets, 

modifying the direction of the second plurality of droplets along their flight path using a 
second optical field; and 

disposing the second plurality of droplets on the medical device after modifying the 
direction of the second plurality of droplets such that the first plurality of droplets and the second 
plurality of droplets form interleaving zones in a plurality of coatings on the medical device. 



Claim 27 (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

dispensing a droplet, the Hroplet having a flight path; 

modifying at least one of a direction, a velocity or an acceleration of droplet alongits 
ffitofc using an nptioal field, the modifying being based on a eharacteristie indicating that the 
droplet is unacceptable for disposing on a surface of a medical device; 

disposing, after the modifying, the droplet on a waste surface different from and 
proximate to the surface of the medical device. 
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Clata 29 (Currency Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein me modifying indndes 
mod,fyi„g «he velocity of me droplet to rtaa, zer o temporarily at a position along a the 
flight path. ~ — 



Claim 33 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 27, wherein the droplet is a first droplet, 
the method further comprising: 

dispensing a second droplet at a time period at least a portion of which overlaps with a 
time period in which the first droplet is dispense d, the second drop let having » flight Bath; 

modifying at least one of a direction, a velocity, or an acceleration of the second droplet 
along its flight path using the optical field based on a characteristic of the second droplet 
indicating that the droplet is unacceptable for disposing on the surface of the medical device, the 
characteristic of the second droplet including at least one of a size, a weight, the velocity, the 
direction, the acceleration, or a chemical composition of the second droplet; and 

disposing the second droplet on the waste surface after the modifying of the second 

droplet. 
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4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art does not disclose nor suggest the application of different size of droplets on 

a medical device using an optical field, as in claim 5, or the application of acceptable droplets on 

a medical device and the application of unacceptable droplets on a proximate surface to the 

medical device, as in claim 27, again using an optical field. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 

payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 

Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to /Erma Cameron/ whose telephone number is 571-272-1416. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-6:00, alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Meeks can be reached on 571-272-1423. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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